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Are We Entertained? 


For our community, we love the arts and the 
entertainment world. We consume as much as 
we can - from theatre tickets to streaming sub- 
scriptions. 

In fact, we have always been there. 

This brings up something we should be cov- 
ering more of - drag. 

Why? It is one of our original artforms 
that has been transformed into a global enter- 
tainment powerhouse. All thanks to RuPaul 
Charles. 

The tall, slender recording artist and “Su- 
permodel of The World" has turned this long- 
running art form that has been an integral 
part of our culture into a multi-million-dollar 
industry. RuPaul turned local drag queens 
into money making brands and powerhous- 
es - all starting with a Minneapolis-based 
drag superstar from Cameroon: Bebe Zahara 
Benet. 

From Bebe came other Minnesota queens, 
such as Mercedes Iman Diamond and Utica. 
Wisconsin gave us Trixie Mattel, Jaymes Man- 


BY RANDY STERN 


sfield, Max, and Jaida Essence Hall. All house- 
hold names by now...in particular, Trixie form- 
ing her own cosmetics, entertainment, and 
hospitality empire. 

Admit it. You watched “Drag Race." Or, at 
least a piece of the Drag Race Universe. 

The Drag Race Universe has yielded its own 
level of acclaim. They have won a truckload of 
Emmy Awards and have been cited as a cul- 
tural touchstone for our community. It showed 
that the idea of drag was born from identity and 
the need to find one's self. 

Granted, it is not without its controversy. 
Too numerous to acknowledge. Then again, 
there are those of us who thrive off drama and 
sip our tea to spill it all out. That what brings 
out the curious voyeur in all of us. It points to 
the entertainment factor of this long-running 
art of ours. It is indeed our own. In turn, there 
has been huge a growth in the interest and pa- 
tronage of drag in places big and small. 

Needless to say, drag has become part of a 
larger consumption of art and entertainment 


that our community enjoys on a regular basis. 
Therefore, this issue offers you a lot of great 
art and entertainment that is waiting for you to 
enjoy. And, we got plenty to offer. 

First of all, we introduce to you the new Ar- 
tistic Director at Mixed Blood Theatre, Mark 
Valdez. After replacing his longtime predeces- 
sor, we find out about Valdez's vision for Mixed 
Blood and its future. 

We also feature arts empresario John 
Killacky, the artistic vision of DeX Santillian, 
the latest album by Maria Isa, the latest exhibit 
by the American Crafts Council in Saint Paul, 
and a view on book banning - among other ex- 
citing topics covered in this Arts and Entertain- 
ment issue. 

Yes, I know I have taken you from RuPaul 
to some serious art and entertainment topics in 
this column. As I have said to many of you: ^we 
got you covered." 

That is what Lavender Magazine is all about. 
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Safe Haven No More? 


When I was a kid, my folks had a study lined 
with books. It had some easy chairs, a world 
globe, and my parents had cocktails there be- 
fore dinner. I can’t say I was “allowed” access 
to the little library, it was never an issue, I sim- 
ply selected books that looked interesting, and 
read what I chose. 

One day, when I was about ten, I'd taken 
down and was absorbed in a large volume when 
Dad peeked over my shoulder then said, “Га 
rather you didn't read that until you're older.” It 
was Suetonius's The Twelve Caesars, (121 CE) 
and I had just discovered that Caligula enjoyed 
a rather more flamboyant social life than did 
folks in West Hartford, Connecticut. No fuss, 
no recriminations, just Dad's suggestion, and I 
put it back on the shelf. 

As I was researching the current wave of 
book banning in school libraries for this issue, 
an onscreen news flash announced Salman 
Rushdie, author of The Satanic Verses, had been 
attacked-stabbed, and collapsed onstage-as 
he prepared to address the Chautauqua Asso- 
ciation in New York. Ironically, he was meeting 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


with Henry Reese, co- founder with wife Diane 
Samuels of Pittsburgh City of Asylum, created 
in 2004 with the goal of providing sanctuary for 
writers exiled from their own countries. 

As Reese later told George Packer of The 
Atlantic, “Rushdie wanted to talk about writers 
in America from other countries and cultures 
who were ‘actually redefining what it meant 
to write American literature, the larger theme 
was to be the origin and purpose of cities of 
asylum—what freedom of expression means, 
beyond just ‘abstract language.” 

This shocking event (Rushdie did not die, 
but is severely injured) underscored how frag- 
ile, how precious is our own right to freedom of 
expression here at home. Another news brief 
noted that librarian Amanda Jones recently 
filed a defamation lawsuit against two men who 
falsely accused her on Facebook pages of be- 
ing a “pedophile and?“advocating teaching anal 
sex to 11-year-olds”. Speaking in an interview 
with NBC News, Jones said “I’ve had enough 
for everybody. Nobody stands up to these peo- 
ple. They just say what they want and there are 


no repercussions and they ruin people’s repu- 
tations and there’s no consequences.” 

Jones is the president of the Louisiana As- 
sociation of School Librarians, and the attacks 
followed her speaking out against book censor- 
ship at a local library board meeting. There, 
after one of the men Jones is suing (he runs 
the conservative, activist Citizens for a New 
Louisiana) advocated restrictions on [any] 
books with sexual content, Jones demurred. 
She replied, “The citizens of our parish con- 
sist of taxpayers who are white, Black, brown, 
gay, straight, Christian, non-Christian—people 
from all backgrounds and walks of life, and no 
one portion of the community should dictate 
what the rest of the citizens have access to. 
Just because you don’t want to read it or see it, 
it doesn’t give you the right to deny others or 
demand its relocation.” 

While the City of Asylum seeks to provide 
safety for those from beyond our borders, we 
must be as vigilant to defend the rights of ex- 
pression of those citizens within. Ё 


David L Elert 


a community leader for many years, died 
suddenly of an apparent heart attack in 
Palm Springs, California on August 11, 
2022 just before he was to return to 
Minneapolis for a month on holiday. He 
was co-owner of a family business called 
Complete Graphic in Minneapolis, started 
by his father. The business was sold in 
2015 to The Taylor Group and he remained 
for a year during the transition. David 
retired shortly thereafter and moved to 
Palm Springs where he enjoyed his well 
earned retirement. David was generous 
with his smile and dedication to our 
community. His favorite pastime was 
playing bridge. He will be missed by all 
“whose lives he touched. 
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BECAUSE ΛΑΤ 


JOHN KILLACKY'S 


LATEST WORK 
REFLECTS ON HIS JOURNEY 


BY ASHLEY BERNING 


John Killacky’s book, Because Art, was released in 2019. Killacky is an 
artist, a community activist, philosopher, and an LGBTQ elder who has 
seemingly lived several lives in one. Currently, he is a state representa- 
tive in Vermont, and graciously took the time to tell me about his life and 
art, and the relationships between art, political activism, and community. 

“When I moved to Minneapolis in 1988, I was at the Walker Art Cen- 
ter, and in 1988 AIDS was decimating the artistic community in New 
York and on the West Coast. Not so much in the Midwest yet, but so 
many of my friends, my colleagues, were dying from AIDS. So many 
people. Artists were often the first responders to fight back against the 
government and the pharmaceutical companies and the media indiffer- 
ence. When I came to the Walker, because I was a curator of perform- 
ing arts and we were doing contemporary art, it made sense to bring in 
those politicized voices.” 

One of the more notorious performances was Ron Athey’s, whose 
“Four Scenes in a Harsh Life” depicted bleeding on stage and caused 
outrage that made it to the floor of Congress and to SCOTUS. 

“T got a phone call from the visual art person at [a local newspaper]. 
She was saying, ‘I can’t believe what you did! You’re gonna see it in to- 
morrow’s paper,’ and I said, ‘well, why don’t we get together and talk 
about it? You weren’t there.’ [She declined the offer and] said, ‘I heard 
blood was dripping on [the audience] and they ran for their lives, and 
chairs were overturned,’ and I said, ‘that didn’t happen.’... That was the 
first of twenty articles about it. Senator Helms was involved again, and 
the idea of someone in 1994 dealing with blood on stage was so terrifying 
for people. The AIDS pandemic was still so extreme that people could 
not see this as a redemptive act and people could not see the iconog- 
raphy of Saint Sebastian, [or] maybe they could, and that incited them 
more... Donald Wildmon of the American Family Association gave out 
my home phone number and home address on 26th and Pleasant where 
I was living, and I got these letters that were unbelievable: people pray- 
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ing for my salvation, people telling me I'm gonna go to hell. I got phone 
calls saying, “We got the abortion doctor. You're next." These people 
think they're caring Christians, and they're saying they're gonna kill me 
or they're gonna damn me to hell for something they hadn't seen." 

“I did become politicized. I did run for the Democratic Farmer Labor 
Party back then. It was so interesting for me to run as a delegate to the 
state convention because I didn't know what to do, I didn't know how 
to dress... I learned a lot with that. It was great to realize that those 
shouldn't be separate worlds, they should be integrated. Artists should 
be involved. From that moment on I was very involved, and so part of the 
part of the book - the beginning part — is about that. Going in and em- 
bedding myself more in the community, in Indianapolis and then in San 
Francisco and Allen, Vermont, and in 2018 I retired from Flint Center in 
Burlington that I was running. I ran for the State House of Representa- 
tives and I'm serving my second term. It all comes from the time at the 
Walker: I realized that art and politics, it's all one thing." 

Killacky collaborated on a short film recently about mothers who 
have passed away. Made in November 2019, the date for the Minneapolis 
showing was set for the following May. 

“It was the same week George Floyd was murdered, and you know 
his last words were calling out to his mother. I did a simple piece where 
we just talk to our dead mothers. It was so magnificent to be in the Twin 
Cities community and you could hear the helicopters flying overhead 
Patrick [Scully]’s house. Suddenly we were all about mothers and it po- 
liticized our piece that really had not a political intention in it. It kind of 
showed me that it really is about the audience decides about the mean- 
ing of the work. The artists make the work, and then the audience or the 
audiences define the work... The other thing is, we made it pre-pandem- 
ic, but it’s been aired around the world now. In a pandemic world where 
people didn't get to say goodbye to their mothers, or their loved one, or 
their uncle or their grandma or their grandpa, you know. So what we 


Continue on page 12 
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get when we are at screenings is people talk 
about their own sadness not saying goodbye. 
Well, that's why we made this piece: for people 
to find meaning." 

“What I found so beautiful and so power- 
ful is the response artists and artist collectives 
gave to the horror of George Floyd's murder... 
It's a visceral response, a street response, to 
this and I was thrilled about this. Because the 
world had gotten a little too pretty and a little 
too complacent with itself, and now we're back 
on the streets at the edge of things, and over 
time I think that's really essential." 

“I feel like this is a wake up moment, an in- 
credible opportunity to refresh the arts. In the 
60s they got refreshed then I would say they 
got refreshed again, but they have to be com- 
pletely imploded and built again." 

"The first part of my book is pretty formal. 
There’s commencement addresses, speeches 
Гуе given, there's long essays I've written. The 
second part are critiques and reviews of artists. 
These are artists with some meaning to me, or 
they're part of my life, or I lived at that time with 
them. It was really through telling their stories 
that I get to tell my own story. The third part is 
interviews with artists. It really does require the 
lens that I’ve lived, and so it's Janis Ian, it's Ali- 
son Bechdel, it's Tony Kushner. I loved those in- 
terviews and I love those artists. Like, what did 
they tell us? They told me about perseverance 
and failure and resiliency in the cycles in the art 
world and how you just go back to the work. I 
find that section so hopeful... Those conversa- 
tions were so freeing to me and inspiring to me. 
Tm hoping that artists read those and say, ‘Oh 
it's okay to be bewildered! It's okay to not know 
what you're doing right now! We just have to 
work on the process." 

“(Because Art] is like a living archive, but 
it's more than a mosaic form. It's not linear, as 
you saw, things were not presented chrono- 
logically. You can read one little piece, put it 
down, you know, read the table of contents. If 
you like Tony Kushner, go there first. There's 
no reason you can't enter the book there, you 
can enter it anywhere you want. Most of [the 
artists reviewed] are queer or disabled, and 
so some of them are less known than others. I 
thought that was really important to make sure 
that they are remembered." 

There is so much substance in this book 
that this article hasn't covered, as well. Killacky 
suffered a spinal tumor near the end of his ten- 
ure at the Walker which left him paralyzed, 
having to learn to walk again. He ponders 
Buddhism, as he spent time in the Himalayas 
studying with monks. He has a horse, and a 
husband, and is continuously creating. Because 
Art certainly has something for everyone, and 
can be purchased online or from your favorite 
local bookstore. li 


We loved the feeling of freedom. 
Being ourselves in an atmosphere that 
gives space for conversation. The 
environment reflected how we see our 


life together... cozy and romantic." 
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If you adhere to that ol’ time religion of the South—the gospel accord- 
ing to barbecue—sing “Glory, Halleluiah,” because Revival has been re- 
vived. 

Revival Smoked Meats, as preached by Chef Thomas Boemer, rose 
from the dearly-departed ashes of Boemer's former Corner Table at 46th 
& Nicollet in May, in a cheery, cozy, white and bright setting. Patio seat- 
ing has been expanded for those who believe that the Eleventh Com- 
mandment enjoins one to scarf the stuff down outdoors, and can't wait to 
reach the hoods of their cars. 

RSM’s appetizer list—I know, I know: When it comes to ‘cue, you 
don’t need an appetizer—but in this case, yes you do—stars those close- 
to-world-famous cheddary drop biscuits ($7) that made a dining sensa- 
tion at Corner Table. They’re, first of all, huge—but, more important, 
they’re ideally tender and flaky and bear a slightly salty overtone that 
compels you to take another bite. Never mind that your ensuing meat 
plate will contain a cornbread muffin—fine-grained, slightly sweet—this 
biscuit is a part of a ‘cue-lover’s MDR. 

The app list also contains cumin-crusted pork belly and chicken-fried 
ribs (Well, why not? Any meat tastes even better encased in batter fried 
in grease.) Also, Texas Twinkies, which involve jalapenos. Soup and sal- 
ads also are listed, for some unknown reason. 

Five sandwiches are listed—burger to banh mi—but we were here 
for the meat plates. Four are on offer: pork shoulder, fatty smoked pork 
belly, and our choices, brisket ($18) and ribs ($17). The long, thin rib- 
bons of brisket, fresh from the smoker, are sublimely tender, juicy and 
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slightly smoky, but not overpowered by wood smoke. We chose them 
naked, which allowed us to mix and match the meat—or not—with the 
quintet of sauces ($5) served on the wide, which range from sweet and 
catsup-y to mustard-based to sharp and vinegary. 

The pork ribs on my friend’s platter fulfilled my rib-lover’s fantasies— 
again, nice and moist, and allowed to shine with full, pork-y flavor. Typ- 
ing this, I want another. Right. Now. 


Continue on page 16 
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HOPE TO SEE YOU THIS SEASON! 
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28002 486-249 ӨӨ 


We deliver everywhere in the metropolita 


1] Metro Locations! 
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Free, family-friendly stories, music and 
dance with Viva la Pepa at the library! 


Sun Ray Library: September 24, 10:50 a.m. Я а ys 
Rice Street Library: October 1, 10:30 a.m. IP 
Highland Park Library: October 4, 10:50 a.m. 7 ри org 


Meat plates come with your choice of a 
side dish. Choose from seven, which include 
a sweetcorn pudding that could serve as 
dessert. Or breakfast. Boemer doesn’t stint. 
'The mac and cheese was tasty, too, but stan- 
dard fare. Next time, I'd go for the mustardy 
slaw (counts as a green vegetable, right? And 
cleanses the hard-working palate. 

Yes, there are desserts—blueberry cob- 
bler and blondie bar a la mode—but we 
couldn't manage. We sipped all evening on our 
Black Manhattans ($12; less sweet than the 


Revival Old Fashioned that would have been 
J A NN s Jf my second choice). Three tap beers and more 


via bottle or cans, plus wine also are listed. 

Ue E W/ L | | B R E AT - E So's a swell-sounding rhubarb margarita and 

strawberry-cucumber hard seltzer, Bourbon 

β Α L | L d sweet tea and pineapple mojito—more reasons 
to return in a hurry. 

RSM does not take reservations nor call- 


aheads. A service charge automatically is 
added. lI 


) Тһе Revival 
,. DUE "uem 
OSHAG.STKATE.EDU ST. CATHERINE UNIVERSITY 


www.revivalrestaurants.com 
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SPONSORED CONTENT 


FALL WINES 


As we begin to feel a little crispness in the air, 
our thoughts turn to fall wines and more robust 
foods. Hearty stews are a seasonal favorite and 
almost any stew would be enhanced with the 
pairing of a Syrah or any hearty Rhone wine. 

Try Gigondas for the more adventuresome or a 
simple Cótes du Rhóne for the traditionalists. 

Pumpkin is always a favorite—both 
savory (soup) or sweet (pie). Our favorite 
recommendation with pumpkin is Viognier, a 
white varietal. The best one is La Forge Viognier 
and it is a perfect combination with pumpkin 
soup. Try it. 

Let's not forget apples in the fall. We do a great 
job producing them right here. Remember apples 
can be cooked and served like potatoes—sauté 
in butter, garlic, and pepper with a pork entrée. 
The combo is great. The wine—a Chenin Blanc. 
Try Vouvray from France's Loire Valley. Domaine 
Vincent is a good name to look for. It's affordable 
and delicious. Pork roast, apples, and Vouvray is a 
super combo. 

Fall brings lots of game dishes. Venison is a 
favorite and a good St. Émilion from Bourdeaux 
would fill the bill nicely. If you're doing a fall BBQ, 
try Aguaribay Malbec with those ribs...great 
pairing. What if you decided to do stuffed squash 
as a vegetarian entrée? Cavatina Prosecco would 
marry nicely with this dish. 

If you are planning a special event, a large get- 
together, or a wedding, be sure to get some help. 
You will want something sparkling but remember 
it has to be affordable. A good Prosecco or a Cava 
from Spain could work. Don't overlook sparkling 
wines from France. They do imitate Champagne 
well and they are more modestly priced. A Rosé 
Crémant from Burgundy such as Bouillot Rosé 
would be an excellent choice. Remember each 
bottle provide 5 glasses, ergo 60 people having 
one glass each, you will need a case of bubbly and 
you have the toast covered. If you'd like a Rosé 
as an aperitif, why not try a bone dry Rosé like 
Chateau Houchart a buy-one-get-one for $19.99 or 
only $10.00 a bottle. It's delicious! 

The red should also have general appeal. Try 
a Beaujolais...very consumer-friendly, flavorful, 
affordable, and available. Vienot produces a good 
one that will not break the bank. 

A white for a big affair should be pleasant and 
likeable to all. A good recommendation is Pinot 
Grigio, simple, straight-forward, and affordable. 
Try La Gondola. It's very good and modestly 
priced. Another option if you are set on a white 
is Chateau De L'Aubrade Bordeaux Blanc. It 
marries well with any shellfish dish and is very 
modestly priced at $12.99. If you must have a 
Chardonnay, try the Macon of Goichot. 100% 
Chardonnay from Burgundy. A very good wine 
that would easily compare with a $30 Chardonnay 
from California at half the price. 


Haskell's 
The Wine People! 
WWW.HASKELLS.COM 


WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


(612) 379-3028 
WWW.ELEMENTPIZZA.COM 


Bring this ad in and receive 10% off your order. 


Our Patio is 
Dog and Human Friendly! 


Live Music Every 
Tues, Weds, & Thurs! 


Reservations: 952-929-6810 


FAMILY OWNED AND 
OPERATED MICRODISTILLERY 


Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
SEE OUR EVENTS + DRINK SPECIALS! 


Fi @PocketSquareLounge 


www.ParkTavern.net 
© @pocketsquarecocktails 


3401 Louisiana Ave, St. Louis Park 
7530 42nd Ave М. * New Hope * pocketsquarecocktails.com 


Seward 


COMMUNITY CO-OP 


Building a cooperative economy. 
Become an Owner! 


2823 E. Franklin Ave., MPLS 
& 317 E. 38th St, MPLS 
www.seward.coop 
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MEET MARK VALDEZ. 


MIXED BLOOD THEATRE'S 
NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


After a nearly two-year-long national search, Mixed Blood Theatre 
has announced Mark Valdez as their new Artistic Director. Although 
Valdez demurely refers to himself as an outsider who is excited to uplift 
Minnesotan stories of all types, the reality is that he has had a fruitful, 
longstanding relationship with the Twin Cities and Mixed Blood The- 
atre: his first directorial job with Mixed Blood was back in 2007, he has 
directed nine plays there, and has been its Resident Artist twice. 


Within Mixed Blood Theatre, the excitement for Valdez to step into 
this role is effusive. Jack Reuler, who founded Mixed Blood in 1976 and 
has been serving as its Artistic Director since then, is confident in Val- 
dez’s ability to fill the role, saying that “[Valdez’s] belief in what theatre 
can be – as an art form, tool for social change, and instrument for justice 
— aligns with Mixed Blood's new strategic direction and our worldview.” 
Board president Tabitha Montgomery says, “His creative dexterity, curi- 
osity, and approach will help the organization take new strides in activat- 
ing champions for equity and justice on and off the stage.” 

My conversation with Valdez reflected the same qualities described 
by his colleagues. Valdez is enthusiastic about challenging preconcep- 
tions surrounding what theater is, creating space for undervalued voices 
to be heard, and creating the kind of art and conversations that make a 
positive impact on their communities. 

In this vein, Valdez has chosen to begin his role as Artistic Director 
at Mixed Blood Theatre in a unique way. “When you curate a season, you 
put together a perspective or point of view. It felt weird to be like ‘here’s 
my season!’ because I don’t know anything...I’m an outsider,” Valdez 


explains, “So in this first year of programming 
we're not going to do a season of plays.” In- 
stead, Valdez will curate a series of hyper-local 
performances meant to reflect the diversity of 
the Twin Cities. 

This series, which is called “12x12,” is indic- 
ative of what Valdez will bring to Mixed Blood 
Theatre in the years to come. Valdez explains: 
"I'm going to have twelve people introduce me 
to twelve artists who will work in twelve neigh- 
borhoods. Each artist will create an artistic 
response and we'll have a picnic or party or 
gathering where we share that art back with 
the community. At the end of the season, you 
can see all of them together in a day-long "Twin 
Cities Meet Yourself' kind of event." 

Another distinctive element of this series 
is that Valdez wants to collaborate with both 
theater and non-theater artists. He mentions 
collaborating with chefs, novelists, choreogra- 
phers, figure skaters, anyone with an artistic 
sensibility and a strong connection to their 
community. “This is a genuine invitation,” says 
Valdez, “If you want to participate, reach out! 
We will commission artists! I'm a big believer 


Continue on page 20 
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аз Rating Google LES JONES ROOFING 


Your Roof is 
The Exquisite Accessory 
To Your Home 


Les Jones Roofing is your #1 roofing solutions company 
built on trust and quality in Minnesota for over 40 years. 


Les Jones Roofing | 941 W 8oth St, Bloomington, MN 55420 | 952-295-4041 


Make sure your business, organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 


PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, Organizations 
and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 7, 2022 
Published: December 29, 2022 


πως 1 


Call 612-436-4660 shateserve your space today. 
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in good ideas live in many places." 

'The final key element of *12x12" is the recognition that not all com- 
munities are geographical. Ten of the twelve performances in this series 
will be defined by the neighborhoods in which they take place. The re- 
maining two will reflect identity instead. Valdez elaborates: “For those, 
we are working with the trans community and the disability community." 

Valdez's emphasis on representation and community building is prac- 
tically his artistic watermark, which aligns well with the Mixed Blood 
ethos. It was not until he was 21 that he first saw someone who looked 
like him on a stage. “And this was in Texas,” he says, “It’s not like there 
weren't Latinos around." Valdez saw the lack of representation of his 
own community and took the long view. He built his career around find- 
ing opportunities to elevate the voices and stories of many under-repre- 
sented communities — not just his own. 


Continue on page 22 
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MALL STARS ΠΠ Сопсегі 


Subscription packages 
AVAILABLE NOW 


Ordway.org/subscribe | 651.224.4222 


-408 HENNEPIN AVE MINNEAPOLIS MN 55403 


SHOWS EVERY WEEK! 


THURSDAY-SUNDAY 10PM NIGHTLY. 


MEN’S GROOMING CENTER 


SERVICE PROVIDED 


- Precision Haircuts 
- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 


1960 Donegal Dr. 
Woodbury, MN 55125 
(651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: 
ff facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE CLASSIC AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 
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Valdez was drawn to a series of questions that still inform his work: 
“Who gets to make art? Who has access to culture and the support of 


funding and space and support and whose stories are being heard and 
told and who gets to tell them?” 

Mixed Blood Theatre has built a reputation as a community-oriented 
theater and Valdez’s “Good Neighbor Framework”, has been a large part 
of that. “During the COVID shut down, we started a food pantry. At this 
moment where a lot of people couldn’t get out or where public transpor- 


tation was dangerous, we used our space to distribute food.” The Good 
Neighbor Framework also inspired a shift in programming to respond 
to the artistic sensibilities of the largely East African community in the 
Cedar-Riverside community. 

Mixed Blood has built itself to be a welcoming place for everyone, 
which is reflected through the material they perform, their accessibility 
practices, and the people they work with. “Mixed Blood has a long tradi- 
tion of working with disability, trans, Latinx communities [and more] 
and that’s going to stay!” says Valdez. 

When I push Valdez on the boundary between art and community 
building, he pushes right back, “It [isn’t] a useful distinction,” he insists, 
“We can listen. We can be adaptive. Those skills as artmakers are the 
same skills we draw on to be that good neighbor...We exist as a public 
benefit organization. We engage our friends and neighbors and support- 
ers — people for whom this is home.” For Mixed Blood and for Valdez, 
a theater does not just tell its community’s stories — it actively seeks to 
make the real-world versions of those stories better. 

Above all, Valdez wants your help in his endeavor as Mixed Blood 
Theatre’s new Artistic Director. No matter how voiceless or invisible or 
unrepresented you might have felt in the past, Valdez and Mixed Blood 
want to tell your stories. “Make this your home and help,” says Valdez, 
“It’s a really ambitious and big idea and we will only do it with the help 
of others." ll 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S 4th St, Minneapolis 
612-338-6131 
www.mixedblood.com 


оон. ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
Individual tickets on sale now, including: 


WORLD PREMIERE | \ 
το ορ Е DON. 


dd Tite AS REGIMENT. ра 
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for best seats - 


M N ο а Е x A * Й : е : | 3 and savings! К ) 


mmopera. org 25 612-333-6669 


CURIOUS 
LEAVE 


STEP INSIDE THE 
| PIRED WORLD OF PRINCE 
PAISLEYPARK.com 
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Book banning precedes our First Amendment by more than a cen- 
tury. In 1634, pre- Massachusetts Plymouth Colony, Thomas Morton 
critiqued the group in his three- volume New English Canaan or New 
Canaan. Not amused, Puritan Governor William Bradford banned the 
book, banished Morton, and later, upon Morton's ill-considered return, 
put him on trial and imprisoned him for sedition. 

Today, as happens at irregular intervals in America, a tsunami of 
book banning is breaking o'er the land, particularly focusing on Young 
Adult literature and school libraries. It's impossible to list all the disput- 
ed books, though easily Googled through the American Library Asso- 
ciation or PEN America. The three discussed here have made most top 
most lists although two are non-fiction memoirs, the other fiction based 
on the author's personal experience. 

Jonathan Evison's novel, Lawn Boy has drawn 
outraged accusations ranging from the misleading 
to simply wrong. One Denver Mom demanded, 
“Who normalizes sex between fourth graders?” Her 
implication was that Evison’s book was intended for 
fourth graders, which it is not. The incident in ques- 
tion is recalled by Evison’s narrator Mike Mufioz, 
now twenty-two, remembering an incident between 
himself and another fourth- grader in the woods on 
a church outing. There is no adult-child sexual inter- 
action as another accused, no pedophilia. 

There is rough language, There are some sex scenes. But: Mike, like 
author Evison, comes from a poor family — his father skipped long ago - 
he lives in a shack behind his mom’s and her live-in boyfriend’s trailer, 
scrapes by on odd jobs. Life is tough, but he really likes, and has a talent 
for yard work. He wants to start his own business, but discovers just how 
many hurdles someone without funding or family backing must clear to 
attain that dream. 

Where another Mom flipped pages to tally the “s***s” and “f***s,” a 
reading of Lawn Boy reveals a 21st-century, four-letter-word-filled Hora- 
tio Alger bildungsroman. 


CAWN BOY 
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Withholding knowledge is not necessarily a protective action, and 
has been used throughout history to wield power; over the conquered, 
over “lesser” citizens, over women, over children. Today’s banning spate 
clearly targets LGBTQ subjects, any sex, and issues of race. 

According to a July 31 New York Times article a Texas representative 
compiled a list of some 850 books concerning “sexuality, racism, and 
American history” he felt inappropriate for schools. 

The American Library Association tracked 729 book challenges in 
2021, while PEN America (a nonprofit defending and celebrating free ex- 
pression through advancement of literature and human rights) reported 
1586 schoolbook bans through 26 states during nine months in 2021- 
2022; both lists included the books discussed here. 

George M. Johnson’s widely-banned YA book 
All Boys Aren't Blue, is a memoir, presented through 
essays, chronicling his pains and pleasures encoun- 
tered growing up queer and Black in Plainfield, NJ. 
Johnson's language, like that of Evison's Mike Mu- 
Π07, can be raw and in-your-face, but these are his 
experiences, the language of his peers, and are criti- 
cal to honestly tell his story; what it took to become 
the person he is today. There is no question that 
Johnson's odyssey was not written for fourth-grad- 
ers, but like Evison and Kobabe, he shares painful 
episodes that forged his several identities from an early age, starting at 
five, when he was first bullied and had his teeth kicked out ... 

Cherry-pickers here, as in Lawn Boy could enumerate the exact 
number of swear words, moments of intimacy, weed consumption, and 
other activities objectionable to the cherry-picker, oblivious to John- 
son's themes of deep love of family, his struggles to find equilibrium 
at the intersection of gayness and Blackness, and the brotherhood fi- 
nally achieved while a student in Virginia at one of the oldest Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) in the South. He first studied, 
then fell into depression and confusion, then finally sought and was 
accepted into the Gamma chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, one of the nine 


lapuy ΛΘΙΘΙΘΙΛΙ/ὼΟΟΙςΒΙΗ Jo Aseunoo ojoud 


Black Greek Letter organizations (historically, 
Blacks couldn't enter white Greek fraterni- 
ties). Structure, fellowship, and purpose saved 
him from his deep, weed-infused depression. 
Today Johnson has written widely on race, gen- 
der, sex and culture for Advocate, Essence, Teen 
Vogue, among other national publications. 

Topping the YA vil 
lain lists is Gender Queer, 
a graphic novel memoir 
by Maia Kobabe. Raised 
as a girl, Kobabe, later 
coming out as nonbinary, 
portrays graphically a 
life-long | self-exploration 
and discovery (Kobabe is 
now 34). There are explor- 
atory scenes of intimacy, 
but no adult-child porn, no pornography at all. 
The angst of a first period is germane for any 
youngster, no matter their gender, whose body 
is capable of menstruating. To claim it “porno- 
graphic” as some have, or insinuate it panders 
to pedophiles, raises doubts the accuser even 
read Gender Queer. 

Lacking words to describe the non-binary, 
Kobabe’s comic book format nevertheless 
effectively maps the author’s odyssey. It sug- 
gests answers about bodies, relationships— 
the very human “Who am I?” that doubtless 
plagued now-adults in their youth. Kobabe’s 
“characters” are real, not pedophilic phan- 
tasmagoria; Kobabe's sister Phoebe was the 
book's colorist, cartoonist Melanie Gilman 
did author As the Crow Flies, and quotes from 
Patricia Churchland's book, Philosophy of the 
Mind, cite page numbers. 

Gender Queer debuted with a modest print- 
ing of 5,000 copies, exploding into the most 
banned book of 2021. In a New York Times 
interview Kobabe responded, “When you 
remove these books from the shelf, or you 
challenge them publicly in a community, what 
you're saying to any young person who identi- 
fied with that narrative is, We don't want your 
story here.” 

Is that the silenced future America wants 
for these young citizens? With the Internet 
and search engines, movies and TV shows that 
scatter “s***s” and “f***s” like chaff before 
wheat, it’s a little late to shut the barn door. 
Kids are curious, and now, when forbidden, 
they have the electronic means to search glob- 
ally. One can ignore, forbid, or share: Read the 
book in question yourself; they often, as does 
Lawn Boy, include an essay by the author, a 
reader’s guide or questions to discuss. Rejoice 
that your kid is reading at all! E 


Q R 


PERSONAE 
PROSTHESES 
PRÜTESIS 
PERSONALES 


Connect through ГИ ТТТ: 


: 2 Шш 
science and | ERPOS 


technology. à a е05 


Exhibits, gardens, 
and a historic home. 


thebakken.org 


А. 


«Δ SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS AUSIC FESTIVAL . 


SEPT. з STAGES / 12 BANDS / BEER GARDEN / FOOD TRUCKS 
17TH 4-10 PM / 32ND - 34TH ST ALONG 17TH AVE 


UUU.PPNA.ORC/PORCHFEST 
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INSIDE OUT 


STYLE CONSULTANT DEX SANTILLAN 
MIXES AFAB MATCHES 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


` 


WANS 


DeX Santillan is a professional style consultant which means what 
you think it means: Santillan turns rags into reflection, uses cotton, den- 
im, silk, felt, and velvet as syllables in fashion statements both loud and 
soft...but DeX Santillan is a style consultant with a specialty, and he's 
got thoughts when the subject of clothes stores rears its head. "They're 
terrible," the maestro insists. “Mass produced clothing is not designed 
for anyone." 

But things are especially nuanced for the clients or the prospective 
clients of DeX Santillan. “Most of my clients are AFAB,” Santillan ob- 
serves, describing people Assigned Female At Birth, but who, like San- 
tillan himself, identify in a more masculine way. “I am a gender queer 
trans person." 

That's where his specialty comes in: Santillan shapes attire into а 
proud expression of gender for the Ab Fab AFABs, along with anyone 
else, “matching outside appearances with internal gender identity," ac- 
cording to an online bio. He elaborates, “I think it's really important that 
folks own who they are, and how they dress is one way to do that." 

Style consultation is more than a career to Santillan—it's a calling. 
“Clothing is a very powerful thing,” he observes. “I take it very seri- 
ously." It's no exaggeration to say that Santillan has been training for this 
vocation his entire life, starting ^when I was knee-high to a grasshop- 
per," he reports. How that grasshopper was attired, alas, has been lost 
to sartorial history. 

'This precocious genesis has since translated into professional hab- 
erdashery that begins with building rapport between stylist and stylee. 
“My initial client meeting usually happens on Zoom,” Santillan relates. 
"It's a time to relax and be in the moment. It's a time to just have a con- 
versation." Santillan sanguinely gathers fabric-focused intelligence, de- 
termining, as he puts it, ^where you're at with the gender stuff, where to 
push and where to back off." 


Soon afterward, the stylist meets personally with the stylee who gets 
to indulge in such practices as reflexive gut-in-sucking and unconscious 
bicep-flexing while measuring tape tells its tale. Specific styles might 
well be the topic of discussion. Three favorite groupings of Santillan's 
include classic (“clean, crisp, solid colors, with a little splash"), dapper 
("seasonal layers, bright colors"), and flamboyant (“all the stuff, all at 
once"). 

Each of these can be unified by an easily-overlooked concept: fun. 
"There are little things you can do to bring your personality into the 
look,” Santillan enthuses. “You can give little hints of who you are." 

Consultant and client soon become collaborators. “We’re looking for 
a feeling,” Santillan relays. "We're presenting a character. We're build- 
ing a look.” But Santillan also builds something deeper. Says he, “I’m 
all about empowerment.” Santillan refers to this approach as “next level 
coaching.” 

Santillan is, to some degree, trying to make himself obsolete. “The 
process is the journey,” he observes. “I want [my clients] to experience 
next-level light bulbs. At the end of the journey, I want them to say, 1 
learned a thing or two.’ I want them to gain confidence, to be able to do 
it for themselves, to come out the other end with next-level confidence.” 

This doesn't necessarily mark finis to the working relationship. ..or, if 
it does, the ending allows for the possibility of an epilogue. “Sometimes 
my clients will check back in for a holiday or special event,” Santillan 
notes. 

Santillan hopes to leave his clients not just educated, but fundamen- 
tally changed, fulfilled, and empowered. Asserts the stylist, “I’m just try- 
ing to get them to the point where they can say, ‘I feel like myself.” 

DeX Santillan can be reached at DeXSantillan@outlook.com. E 
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Siding: Windows 
Roof Repair - Gutters 
FREE Hail Damage 
Assessment 


Storm Damage Restoration 
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Her new album is a collabo- 
ration with artist YMMI and is 
titled “Outside.” It's the follow 
up EP to their album Amor Uni- 
versal. As an extension of the 
album's theme of universal love 
they wanted to express their 
love of being able to go back 
outside, following a period of 
social isolation. "It's a reminder 
of how important it is for us to 
engage in community, in con- 
versations and to have fun," 
says Isa. 

Isa’s sound is very drum 
and bass heavy, with traditional styles, mixed in with Hip Hop, Pop, and 
EDM. “All of that is rooted in traditional Afro and indigenous music, so now 
being able to really have fun with technology and bringing out so many dif- 
ferent layers of sound, it's something that's very influential into my produc- 
tion," says Isa, "you might hear something that sounds like you're in a club 
in Mexico, an EDM festival, or something that is more classical R&B." You 
might even hear a pop ballad that started as a lullaby Isa would sing to her 
daughter. 

Her daughter in turn has helped with the new album, “she just happened 
to do a little tune on her play keyboard and it got me right into the studio to 
create a melody for a song off the album: “Don’t Want to Miss a Day.” That 
experience for Isa was a reflection of why the beauty of music is therapeutic 
and how it's educational and can show a different lens of this world. 

As a songwriter and lyricist, Isa says, "Storytelling is being able to utilize 
our music as a platform for social justice and human rights." Those stories, 
"take all the ingredients of what our day may be like and change certain poi- 
sons into medicine, or being able to bring some medicine to heal someone 
else's poison," says Isa. "Let's reflect on that or let's escape from it and let's 
accept ourselves and be proud of who we are." ll 


OOlMDIOS JO Asano ojoud 


IANA Aq peubisep 1θλοο шпају 


Hlizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 
! 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 


Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


www.StyleByMax.com 


Shops at 
Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way 
St. Louis Park 
952.922.8364 
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SHE'S GOT IT MADE! 


LOCAL WRITER HIRED TO DO 
MARKETING FOR AMERICAN 
CRAFT MADE 


BY ELISE MARIN 


After years of engaging with a national nonprofit known as American 
Craft Council by attending marketplaces and reading articles in Ameri- 
can Craft magazine, a queer Minnesotan artist named Kasey Payette re- 
cently joined the organization as a marketing specialist. Payette brings 
over a decade of marketing and communications experience to the or- 
ganization, which will undoubtedly uplift artists supported by American 
Craft Council. She is a published author of stories and essays who is 
looking forward to the upcoming American Craft Made marketplace 
coming to Saint Paul RiverCentre on October 7th-9th. 

In its 35th year, the marketplace is the place to find unique handmade 
goods and connect with hundreds of nationally renowned artists. These 
artists specialize primarily in contemporary jewelry, clothing, furniture, 
and home décor. For those who cannot make it to the show in person, 
there will be an e-commerce component opening up the show to craft lov- 
ers everywhere from Monday, October 3rd until Sunday, October 16th. 
The event draws thousands of attendees primarily from the Twin Cit- 
ies, where American Craft Council is headquartered, as well as western 
Wisconsin. 

The esteemed artists include locals such as internationally acclaimed 
hat designer Karen Morris, woodworker Benjamin Leatham, jeweler 
Karin Jacobson, wearable textile artist Susan Bradley, furniture maker 
Craig Johnson, and porcelain ceramic artist Stephanie DeArmond. Hail- 
ing from Silver Bay, Leatham locally sources all of the lumber he uses 
to make his wood-turned bowls and hand sculpted utensils. The jewelry 
from Minneapolis resident Karin Jacobson includes hand fabricated 
wedding rings and other unique creative pieces. Bradley's wearable tex- 
tile art has been described as luxurious and architectural. 

Although Payette is a literary artist, she notes how much writers and 
craft artists have in common and how vital those ventures are for the 
queer community. “I think there is a natural resonance between LGBTQ+ 
folks and the arts," declares Payette. “Queerness is a creative process in 
itself, as we are creating lives and identities outside of the dominant cul- 
tural narratives. For me, this means valuing difference over conformity, 
which transfers to my aesthetic. I am energized by surrounding myself 
with the kind of beauty that challenges norms and pushes the form." 
Some of the artists that Payette thinks best represent her sentiments 
include Jeremy R. Brooks, Sheila Pepe, and Sylvie Rosenthal. 

Additionally, Payette notes that the AIDS Memorial Quilt, started in 
1985 by activist Cleve Jones, is the largest ongoing community folk art 
piece in the world, to our knowledge. She remarks a specific connection 
between queer people and textile or fiber arts. Textiles evoke feelings 
of community care, homemaking, and gentleness, which she states as 
values integral to the queer community. Craft practices with gendered 
histories such as quilting and crocheting are subverted by contempo- 
rary artists like Harmony Hammond, Josh Faught, and Ben Cuevas. 

One can find Payette’s work like “An Egg is Still An Egg" in the Blue 
Earth Review, which is an essay that reflects on craft. Some pieces that 
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can be read online include short story “Courtney” in Juked, as well as 
“οτε Not Weird About It" and “Preserves” in Water-Stone Review. She 
is actively working on a book-length collection of essays and has a novel 
manuscript in progress. One of her favorite places to write is Open Book, 
which has also been important in her development as a writer. Despite 
being an English major in college, she feels like taking classes at the Loft 
and participating in the Loft Mentor Series Program within Open Book 
were what took her writing to the next level. Her other favorite places to 
write include Caffetto, Sisters’ Sludge, any cabin in the woods, and spots 
out near bodies of water. When she is not creating art or working with 
other creatives, she finds that hiking, swimming, and cooking help her 
feel grounded and are necessary to open up space for creativity away 
from screens and the bustle of everyday life. Using handcrafted goods 
like textiles or pottery also contribute to a sense of groundedness, which 
is one reason why she is so drawn to craft. 

As Payette’s path increasingly crosses with a wide variety of craft art- 
ists both socially and professionally, she expresses her gratitude for how 
craft brings people together. She describes her attendance at iron pours 
and kiln firings as a privilege. One of the reasons why she is eager to 
work for the American Craft Council is that one of her core values is 
viewing artistic expression as vital. Since she has spent most of her adult 
life doing marketing and communications for nonprofits, she wanted to 
use her experience to contribute to the wellbeing of art communities. 
Please consider supporting the work of Kasey Payette and the artists she 
supports through her new role by reading her literature or visiting Saint 
Paul's American Craft Made in October. ll 


Event details 

When: Friday, October 7th, 2022. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday, October 8th, 2022. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Sunday, October 9th, 2022. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Where: St. Paul RiverCentre 

174 West Kellogg Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

Tickets: $15 for a one-day pass in person. Advance tickets are $10. Entry for 
American Craft Council members and children 12 and under is FREE. 

Info: www.craftcouncil.org/show/season/american-craft-made-st-paul 
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SACR dy, Art - Music 


Food - Family Fun! 


y É, Lowell Park, Stillwater, MN 


и e OCTOBER 1ST, 2022: 10AM - 5PM 
y лал OCTOBER 2ND, 2022: 10AM - 4PM 


Learn more at: 


F E 5 T | V A L greaterstillwaterchamber.com 


greater stillwater chamber of commerce 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


One Main St. SE, Suite 206 ο Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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| Location: Hyatt Regency Hotel-1300 


MORE UMs ie 
PER HOUR 
THAN ANY 


OTHER 


| MARKETPLACE SPONSOR 


Tickets: $60 members/$75 non-members 
Vendor Tables: $150 members/$175 
non-members (includes 1 Luncheon ticket) 2 


“...We will not win our rights by staying quietly in our closets...” | 
(Harvey Milk) | 


The premier NCOD event іп the country, this inspirational and 
transformational community luncheon gives voice to the power of living 
openly, honestly and with authenticity at work, in our families, and across 
our lives. The realities of living an authentic life are deeper than being "out". 
We all have many layers of identity and we must work together to create a 
world where people can bring their "whole self" to everything they do. The 
National Coming Out Day Luncheon serves as a celebration of who we are i || 


b 


STATION. 


100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 


individually..and together! 


We hope you will join us as our community celebrates the strength, | 
courage and wisdom of LGBTQ+ and Allied people who have braved their 
own unique journeys to now live openly and authentically..and with pride. 
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Twin Cities Leather Weekend Returns 


"Thank you, sir—may I have another?" 

'The Saloon, having assumed the position, 
made that request of the universe in February of 
2020. By "another," The Saloon, that cornerstone 
of Minneapolis queer nightlife, requested a revisit- 
ing of the Twin Cities Leather Weekend, that cel- 
ebration of all things tanned and twinned. 

And, like all the best sadists, the universe re- 
plied, *No." 

“We were the last large event at The Saloon 
before we went into lockdown,” recalls Twin Cit- 
ies Leather Weekend co-mastermind Karri Plow- 
man. This threw a two-year safe word into the 
presentation of an event that had been steadily 
burgeoning...but Plowman judges this year's 
comparatively cautious re-emergence on Sep- 
tember 23rd through the 25th as a singular op- 
portunity, not a regression. Says Plowman, “I call 
it a return to our roots. We'll start out like that, 
and then we'll see in the years to come where we 
grow." 

According to a tentative online schedule, the 
event kicks off on Friday night with a special edi- 
tion of the drag show "Booked," complemented 
by a just-as-special manifestation of TANK, the 
Saloon’s monthly leather-and-fetish event. “Satur- 
day, there will be educational classes during the 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


day which we've always done in the past," Plow- 
man predicts, “and Saturday is the night of the 
contest." 

Oh. Yeah. The contest. That's no big whoop, 
only the most spectacular of the Weekend's do- 
ings, the determination of Mister Leather Twin 
Cities 2022, a title meant, according to the applica- 
tion, “to celebrate the culture we live everyday." 
Think of a kinky, hirsute version of Miss America, 
but with more personality, more skin showing, 
and better hats, and you've got the right idea. 

^We, much like many of the other contests 
that are here in the Midwest, have been moving 
back to more of what I would call a classic bar 
contest,” Plowman relates. “Maybe that’s partly 
to test the waters.” All that, and lunch on Sunday! 

Plowman hopes that the comparative small- 
ness of 2022’s Weekend will embolden those 
who do attend. “With this return to roots, I really 
want to see some people step up as contestants,” 
Plowman asserts. “I think that, particularly in 
the leather community, over the last ten years, 
people started taking these contests so seriously 
that people didn't think they could run—T’m not 
pretty enough, I haven’t worked out enough, I’m 
a person of color, and they only want Caucasian 
people.” 


Plowman assures fence sitters that such 
haunting doubts are baseless. “I laugh, because 
the fact is that Mister Twin Cities Leather, we’ve 
had more men of color than any other contest in 
Minnesota,” he answers. “We’ve had a gentleman 
who was a drag queen who has won. We've had a 
trans man who’s won.” 

This diversity is a victory not just for the con- 
test winner, but the contest holder, as well. “I’m 
proud to say that Twin Cities Leather has always 
been on the forefront of being open to all genders 
and all orientations, and things like that,” Plow- 
man points out. “A lot of the things that other 
contests are doing around the country, both Twin 
Cities Leather and the Minnesota community 
have been on the cutting edge of that for many 
years—those things are not changing. It’s an 
event open to everyone.” ll 


The Twin Cities Leather Weekend 
September 23-25, 2022 

All events held at The Saloon 
www.twincitiesleather.com/pages/twin-cities- 
leather-weekend-2022 

www.saloonmn.com 


NORTHLAND VISIONS 


NATIVE AMERICAN ART & GIFTS 


861 East Hennepin Ave, Mpls, MN » 612-872-0390 » Tues-F 10-5:30PM Sat 10-5PM 
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BEST ADVANTAGE 


MORTGAGE 


А NMLS 1990426 
BEST ADVANTAGE MORTGAGE 
BestAdvantageMortgage.com 


TED BOUGIE 

Senior Loan Officer 
Ted@BestAdvantageMortgage.com 

Office: 651-846-9172 Mobile: 612-865-4742 
NMLS 678329 
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Reproductive Medicine and 
Infertility Associates 
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NEXT LEVEL HOME 
EXTERIORS! 


roofing | siding | gutters | windows | single and multifamily 


PROUD TO SUPPORT 


Free Estimates 


in the LGBTQ Community CALL (952) 471-9065 
р www.|InclineExteriors.com @ 
Learn More About Our Services at RM lA Incline Exteriors, 143 Oak Street Excelsior, MN 55331 
Ee LL ER License # BC168831 
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St. Paul 


Shop for handmade craft from over 150 artists 
October 7-9, 2022, at the Saint Paul RiverCentre. 
Learn more and get tickets at 


Presented by the national nonprofit 


@lavendermagazine 
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If you're going to go electric, why not do it 
with something this good. 

Oops...spoiler alert...let me rewind this 
back... 

Hyundai has been working on electric ve- 
hicles for several years. The Kona and Ioniq 
EVs were good first attempts by giving us solid 
performance and decent range. Those two ve- 
hicles gave us a preview of what I’m going to 
talk about here. 

While the Kona and Ioniq EV were going on 
sale, Hyundai developed a flexible platform for 
most of their future electric vehicles. The Elec- 
tric Global Modular Platform (E-GMP) follows 
the convention expected in today’s electric ve- 
hicles: A motor powering each axle, the battery 
pack that lies underneath the cabin between 
the two axles, higher charging capacity, and 
advanced features that are future forward, but 
not science fiction. 

Hyundai’s group has now produced three 
models off of this platform -- one for each 
brand. The ΙΟΝΙΟ 5 is the first of this initial trio 
of models that just made their way into their 
respective showrooms by now. 

Already, the IONIQ 5 has received a few ac- 
colades - including the World Car of The Year 
award – that points to how really good this new 
EVis. 
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BY RANDY STERN 


Not to be confused with the earlier Ioniq 
model, this all-electric vehicle is a crossover 
hatchback model that offers the practicality we 
want in any vehicle. The space to carry people 
and stuff to any occasion. 

With that said, the exterior design follows 
this theme. While it appears to be an enlarged 
hatchback, the IONIQ 5 measures out to be 
the same length as Hyundai's newest Tucson. 
However, it has about the same wheelbase as 
the Palisade mid-sized SUV. It is also taller by 
purpose. 

You might find some interesting design ele- 
ments on the IONIQ 5. The lower panels and 
wheel arches offer a futuristic theme with slats 
and folds. There are quad rectangular head- 
lamps that are all LEDs, but you swore it came 
from the 1980s. The rear light panel are in a 
square matrix theme – probably inspired by 
early video games. On our Limited tester, we 
have these 20-inch alloy wheels that have an 
intricate design with a huge black center cap. 

Overall, we found the design to be a mix of 
contemporary, futuristic, and nostalgic themes. 
'That alone gave it some very curious and inter- 
esting looks from onlookers. 

These themes are duplicated inside the 
IONIQ 5. The first thing you will notice is the 
thin housing for the two wide screens mak- 


he State of Charge 


ing up the instrumentation and infotainment. 
They also change backgrounds depending on 
the time of day - white during daytime, black 
at night. Beyond the aesthetics are informative 
and easy to understand graphics for the instru- 
ment screen. They also provide state of charge 
and range information, as well as speed and 
other vehicle information. 

The center console can be adjusted for loca- 
tion and reach. It does not have any covered 
storage, but you can fit a huge bag inside of it. 
The transmission is actuated by a stalk on the 
right, but you change from drive to reverse to 
park with only the knob at the end of it. Many 


Continue on page 38 
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The 2022 Volkswagen Taos—from its bold styling to its turbocharged engine to cutting-edge 
technology, this compact SUV checks all the boxes and delivers what you're looking for and 
then some. It's a compact SUV that's smart, versatile, and ready for the road. 


@ With available 4MOTION all-wheel-drive and a turbocharged engine, it's a daily driver that's 
anything but every day. 


@ Turn the dial and switch between four different all-wheel-drive modes. 


e The Digital Cockpit displays information in high resolution, plus you can select what's 
displayed, from speed and travel time to navigation, assistance systems, and more. 


TEST DRIVE THE 2022 VOLKSWAGEN TAOS TODAY AT VOLKSWAGEN OF INVER GROVE. 


VIN: 3VVYX7B23NM085623 


[ΓΤ 
ОКЕ κα. Q vwinvergrove.com : 651.552.9100 
INVER GROVE 494 & S. Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights 
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other controls are similar to ones found on 
other Hyundai models. 

Front seating is supportive with enough 
bolstering to fit many bodies. There is room for 
four adults with excellent leg and head room. 
The fixed glass roof does not impede on head- 
room. 

As for cargo space, you get 27.2 cubic feet 
of space behind the rear seats. Once folded 
down, that expands to 59.3 cubic feet. There is 
a little storage space underneath the trunk. All 
you have to do is to life the “engine cover” for 
less than a cubic foot — perfect for the 110-volt 
charging cord. 

The IONIQ 5 comes in three levels of per- 
formance with a specific driving range for 
each. The standard specification is a single 
motor mounted at the rear axle, good for only 
168 horsepower and 258 pound-feet of torque. 
Choosing this driveline delivers a range of 220 
miles from a 58-kilowatt-hour battery. You can 
upgrade to a 77.4-kilowatt-hour battery that can 
deliver up to 302 miles on a full charge through 
a single rear axle-mounted motor. 

If you want all-wheel drive, then you get a 
two-motor set-up — an electric motor attached to 
each axle. Our tester has this driveline, which 
puts out 320 horsepower with 446 pound-feet 
of torque running through the 77.4-kilowatt- 
hour battery. This driveline is said to deliver a 
range of 256 miles. However, our testing only 
came up with 226 miles on a completely full 
battery. Hyundai also claims to have the fastest 
recharge times in its class. 

The mission for the Hyundai IONIQ 5 is 
to deliver a mainstream driving experience. 
It starts with a very smooth ride that absorbs 
rougher surfaces well. It also handles well, 
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without much drama. You can thank the posi- 
tion of the battery pack, which lowers the IO- 
NIQ 5’s center of gravity. 

Turning the IONIQ 5 is from a right-sized 
steering wheel. It may not deliver tight turns, 
but it can be pointed to where you need the ve- 
hicle to be just fine. On-center feel was pretty 
decent. 

Which brings us to the brakes. You can 
set up the IONIQ 5 for a one-pedal set-up with 
some options. One is called i-Pedal, which is 
actuated by the paddle “shifters” on the steer- 
ing wheel. You can also switch the IONIQ 5 to 


a Smart Regenerative System. Both will assist 
in maintaining the state of charge. If you have 
to use the pedal to stop the IONIQ 5, it works 
like any other vehicle with a good feel and feed- 
back. 

There are three trim levels available on the 
2022 IONIQ 5. For a Standard Range version of 
the SE trim, pricing starts at $39,950. We had 
the top-of-the-line Limited model with all-wheel 
drive. Therefore, our tester came with a sticker 
price of $55,920. 

We know that we would love to own an 
electric vehicle. And, there’s now so much to 
choose from. We also know that we want some- 
thing to hedge against the rise in fuel pump 
prices, while taking advantage of available tax 
credits. 

Why the Hyundai IONIQ 5? It is practical, 
offers adult interior space, a cool design, and it 


drives quite well. Oh, and it was already named 
World Car of The Year. That’s more than 


enough reasons to consider one. li 


. A Locally Owned. & 
Dperated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2252 ) 


Estimates 7am—4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls 


612-872-6671 


90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
We Take Care of you and your vehicle 
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с RESULTS * 


“Working hard for our clients while serving the community” 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Meaningful work. 
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Looking for a flexible schedule doing 
something that matters? 
Watch the video 
and learn more about 
applying at 
https://rah-tc.net/employment/ 
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CARE 
GIVERS 


[H Each office independently Owned & Operated 


NoPlaceLikeHome@Results:net 
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MEET THE 2022 

21 151 St NW 

Osseo, MN 55369 

763-425-2178 

heinenmotorsports.com 


PIONEER IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES (SIDE-BY-SIDES) CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, DRIVE 
RESPONSIBLY. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS AND 
BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO "MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION" AND READ THE OWNER'S MANUAL BEFORE 
OPERATING THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE AFTER CONSUMING DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, OR ON PUBLIC ROADS, DRIVER AND PASSENGERS MUST BE TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO 
BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. PASSENGER MUST BE ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Pioneer® is a registered trademark of Honda Motor Co., Lid, ©2022 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (1/22) 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 

Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.caliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health 
clinic and education center, now in 
Minneapolis. 

919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

612) 473-0800 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire a 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
wwW.Stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THENETWORK 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 
self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


GUN SHOPS 


Serving you for over 100 years! S==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 


Design • 1pstall «Maintain 


Residential & Commercial 


Ў J 


"^ 612.206.7089 ὦ 
gardeningangel61z@gmail.com 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS REAL ESTATE 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


m 
Ψ REALTY GROUP 
Brian Sajadi 
(lam REALTOR® 
&| W 952-529-1797 


Бе 


Uere in hia [gtr 


Bill's Gun Shop & Range 


Celebrate Pridel 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Fitness With Compassion 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
e weight loss 
cardio training 
„ women and 
senior fitness 
» muscle mass 
and strength 


= Φ Λίμα lor Гед 
INSURANCE ER од 
nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827.9537 
Th erTear 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 
@ diverse properties. diverse clientele. ή 


6262 pons N. Davina M. Baldwin 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 Za LAUNERT 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS : 
612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25+ years! р 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto: Horne : Life 

+ Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


ὃν ον 


bi 
TIMBER USCREEK 
| GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
М WATERTOWN, MN 55388 


Call or book online. 952-955-3600 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


WWW.TIMBERCREEKGOLFMN.COM 
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| BAD GAY 


Bad Gay: Episode 4 


Shortly before she died, I asked my mom 
what she and my dad used to argue about. 
"That's easy,” she said. “Kids and money." 

My parents were married for 50 years. My 
mom was planning a 50th anniversary party 
when she was diagnosed with advanced liver 
cancer. I had to call the party venue to request 
they refund the deposit since my mom was dy- 
ing and not able to attend her own party. 

“We can't do that,” the event person said in 
much too snippy a tone considering she was 
talking to a woman who just learned her moth- 
er was dying. 

"Well, you are going to do that," I said, 
meeting her snippy and raising the emotional 
ante with rage. There was no way I could tell 
my mom that she lost her deposit. It would kill 
her faster than the cancer. 

When I returned to my mother's hospital 
room—the one she'd been in since a week af- 
ter her doctor traced his finger across several 
dark clouds hovering above the X-ray of her 
liver—she was propped up against a pillow. 
She looked like she always did: hair carefully 
in place, wearing light makeup and one of her 
favorite nightgowns that she insisted I bring 
from home. 

“No one takes pride in their appearance 
anymore!" How many times did I hear her de- 
clare that while fussily adjusting her outfit and 
giving me the side-eye. 


42 LAVENDER SEPTEMBER 8-21, 2022 


BY LAKEY BRIDGE 


“Mom, I rescued the deposit!” I exclaimed 
too cheerily. I’m a natural optimist but this 
death sentence was putting my positive nature 
to the test. Every day, I was faced with deciding 
between the best of terrible choices. For exam- 
ple: her doctor told me that if she had chemo 
she could live six months but she would only 
live two months without it. I mean what the hell 
are you supposed to say to that? I chose the 
chemo. But she only lived two months anyway. 

So anytime I had a small win—like against 
that event-venue monster—I trumpeted it as 
loudly as if I had cured her cancer. My mother 
was delighted. 

“That’s great!” my mom said. “Just don’t let 
your father’s next wife get her paws on it.” 

Years before she died, my mother hid her 
jewels in a secret compartment behind a built- 
in breadbox in the kitchen. She told me: “As 
soon as I die, rush back to the house and get 
the jewels!” She was teasing—but not really. 
She was a collector—of antiques and fine art— 
and fretted constantly that my brother, dad and 
I wouldn't know the value of it when she died. 

"Don't worry," my dad would say. "Tve got 
the junk man on speed dial." This would send 
her into a panic and she'd make me swear that 
I'd prevent this from happening. I'd reassure 
her that I'd keep her stuff so that my dad's next 
wife could enjoy it. 

My mom and I never had a direct discus- 


sion about my sexuality. The closest we ever 
came to it was when she caught me dreamily 
sniffing a blouse that clearly wasn't mine be- 
fore I slipped it into the washer. 

“What are you doing?" she asked me sus- 
piciously. 

“Don’t ask questions you don't want an- 
swers to, Mom," I answered. 

She knew every piece of clothing I owned— 
and disapproved of most of them. She dressed 
me until I was a junior in high school and rued 
the day she gave up control of that! 

I was with my mom every day before she 
died. As her body failed, her spirit remained 
jaunty. We drafted a list of mom-approved can- 
didates for my dad's next wife (he never remar- 
ried) and she spoke wistfully of things I never 
knew had any importance to her: a lost friend- 
ship; her short stint as a milliner; her role in an 
Ayn Rand play. 

She was alert and chatting until a couple 
hours before she died. Га like to say that her 
last words to me were “I love you." But they 
were: “You need a haircut." 

But I didn't need the words. I knew she 
loved me. 

Immediately after she died, before they re- 
moved her from the hospital room, I raced to 
my childhood home and recovered her jewels 
from their hiding place. E 
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ee AVENDEHS 


v / FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


Join Lavender and our host partners, Ma'am and Quorum 


THURSDAY 


October 5, 2022 «5:30 — 8:00 PM 


Holman Field - STP Downtown Airport 
644 Bayfield St. - St. Paul 


PRESENTED BY: 


TRULY 


HARD SELTZER 
TWIN CITIES LGBTQ+ HAPPY HOUR 


COME AS YOU ARE - NO DRESS CODE 


Enjoy complimentary light appetizers, drink specials, and a chance to register to win great prizes! 


Register for FREE at LavenderMedia.eventbrite.com or just show up. 


{JENSEN} 


JENSEN | 
LOG CABIN 


* 
--- REPUBLICANS | 
emm MINNESOTA | 


Scott Jensen with LCR of Minnesota, the state's largest LGBTQ Republican group. The organization has 
endorsed Scott Jensen, the first endorsement of a statewide candidate in the groups history. 


AS GOVERNOR OF MINNESOTA, 
SCOTT JENSEN WILL: 


Utilize the skills and talents of ALL Minnesotans in his administration 


Support Equality 


Stiffen penalties for repeat, violent offenders; enact restorative justice plans 
and appoint judges who are tough on crime 


Create policies to fight inflation and allow more money in your pocket 


PREPARED & PAID FOR BY DR. SCOTT JENSEN FOR GOVERNOR | P. 0. ВОХ 1348 | MINNETONKA, MN 55345 - DRSCOTTJENSEN.COM 


